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be found under this banner in spite of the
plutocratic influences which forced the nomi-
nation."328

General Weaver also seriously considered
running for Congress from the sixth district
again in 1904. His correspondence contains a
number of letters, either urging him to be a can-,
didate, or expressing pleasure at the prospect
and promising support if he were nominated.
Nothing came of this proposal and lie occupied
himself with the campaign for Parker. Late in
the campaign he gave as a reason for his failure
to run the short time allowed for the contest.
He liked to open a campaign January 1st and
keep it up to December 31st. Some of his
friends believed that many Republicans would
vote for him as they had done in the past, others
advised him to "have nothing to do with the
deal at all" because many Democrats were
"very sore", and some made "no bones of say-
ing right out that they will vote for Eoosevelt
straight so that the vote will be over-whelming
for him as against the re-organizers and the
Wall-street gang."326

When the Democrats nominated Bryan for a
third time in 1908 there could be no question
as to Weaver's position. His friendship for
Bryan and his belief in the coming success of
the reform forces made him optimistic again.
As in 1896 and 1900 he looked forward to the